Science Project:  Solar System Book

Date Due: __________June 4th __________________ 


This month, you will apply your skills as a researcher, writer, artist, astronomer, and thinker as you create a fantastic mini-book about a planet of your choice! (100 pts.)
Directions:


1.  Choose a solar system object that is most interesting to you (besides the planet you live on!).


2.  Find out as much as you can!  


•Visit this website: The Nine Planets:  A Multimedia Tour of the Solar System by Bill Arnett.  The address is: 



http://nineplanets.org/
Visit Windows to the Universe.  The address is:

 

http://www.windows.ucar.edu
And, you can visit the National Geographic website as well:

                  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/solarsystem
For just one more fantastic site, try NASA’s Welcome to the Planets:



http://pds.jpl.nasa.gov/planets/welcome.htm

3.  Take notes!  Remember, you need to put all information in your own words, or, “quote” from the book.  If you choose to quote, it should be brief.  Most of the writing needs to be your own.


4.  Your book needs to have the following:

1.  A cover page that includes the title, and your name.





2.  A table of contents

3. An introduction (What will your book be about?  Why did you select this topic?)

4.  A “map” of the solar system, showing the location of your 
planet* (*or other solar system object)




5.  A portrait of your planet (illustration with text)

6.  The history of your planet -- who discovered it? How/Why did it get its name?  

7.  Ten important and interesting facts about your planet:  for example, it’s size compared to the other planets in the solar system, composition (is is a rocky planet? is it a gas giant?), geographic features, structural features, how long is its orbit?  how long is a “day” on your planet? How long would it take to get there from Earth? How far is it from the sun? etc... (You can get much of this information from your notes!) 

*Challenge:  Think about ways to present this information – for example, a graph or chart, to enhance your text (words).




8.  A ‘bio poem” about your planet 




9.  A conclusion/reflecting map
GOING FURTHER ; Consider any/all of the following Challenge Project Pages!! (Must do 3 of the 5. Extra credit if you do more)
10.  What would people need in order to survive on your planet?  
Design a space suit that would allow humans to safely explore your planet. (illustration with text:  draw and label) 

11.  What kind of living creature might be able to survive on 
your planet?  What special adaptations would it need? Design a creature that could survive on your planet. (illustration with text:  draw and label)

12.  Write a proposal for a space exploration mission to your planet.  What do you want to learn more about?  What types of instruments/tools/equipment would you need?  Would you send humans, or robots?  Why?  In your 
essay, persuade NASA to fund your mission!    

13.  Other interesting information:  for example, you may want to write about how it was formed, or why it has the name that it does.  Or, you may want to include a myth or story that you find in a book, or on the internet. Or, write your own story about your planet. Have we sent any probes or other information-gathering vehicles to your planet?  If so, when and why?

14.  What do you think are some of the most interesting things about your planet?  What questions do you still have?

15.   Current missions/research/questions:  Who is studying your planet/object? What are scientists trying to find out about your planet/solar system object?  Why?




16.  Other ideas??




Nuts And Bolts:
  Your book needs to be FINAL COPY WORK.  That means:  no erasure marks or white-out (plan first and do a draft).  It needs to be carefully illustrated -- you may use different techniques; for example, marker, colored pencil, and ink.  Your text (writing) can be word-processed or neatly PRINTED (not cursive) in ink.  Each page should have an illustration.  You may also want to put borders on your pages.  Think carefully about how the illustrations and borders ADD TO THE MEANING OF YOUR WRITING.  In other words, the illustrations, diagrams, charts, or pictures that you include should relate to, and enhance your words!  If you have questions, see me.  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO GET STARTED!!!  Have ALL your research and planning done by May 24th so you can spend the rest of the time writing and illustrating your book (Due June 4th)!  I will be happy to check drafts and give you feedback before you do your final copy.

